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OUTLINE

1. Types of journals and how to select a journal

2. What to publish (or investigate) and what is not worth trying 

to publish

3. Decisive factors for papers acceptance

4. Planning and preparation of the papers (& investigation)

5. Recommendations on drafting papers

6. How to enhance the impact of your published papers

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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1. TYPESOF JOURNALSAND

HOW TO SELECTA JOURNAL

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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Å Top scientific journals are indexed in ISI Web of Science database        

(http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/)

Å Scopus/Scimago(http://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php)

database is broader, but is also well accepted by the international 

scientific community 

Å There are other credible databases, although less wide (e.g. SciELO, 

Mendeley, Ulrich, etc.) in terms of geography and thematic scope, and 

with lower scientific reputation

Å Some of the above mentioned databases include scientific conferences 

(in some fields, with similar or even higher reputation than journals, 

e.g. CORERanking, http://www.core.edu.au/conference-portal)

1.1. TYPESOF JOURNALS/CONFERENCES

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/
http://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php
http://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php)
http://www.core.edu.au/conference-portal
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1.2. FACTORSTO CONSIDERWHENSELECTINGA JOURNAL

Å The database where the journal is indexed (if possible, ISI)

Å The INTERNATIONALreputation of the journal within the field

Å The Impact Factor (IF) and corresponding quartile (ISI; Scopus/Scimago)

Å The topic of the paper to be submitted and its coherence with the scope 

of the journal (broad scope vs. specialized)

Å The intrinsic quality we attribute to the paper

Å The reviewing/publishing speed (https://www.elsevier.com/physical-

sciences-and-engineering/computer-science/journals/fast-publication)

Å The competence of Editorial Board members/reviewers

Å The official language of the journal

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

http://admin-apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/JCR?PointOfEntry=Home&SID=Y1REvElfkEHeENjKbly
http://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php
https://www.elsevier.com/physical-sciences-and-engineering/computer-science/journals/fast-publication
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2. WHATTO PUBLISH(OR INVESTIGATE) AND

WHATISNOTWORTHTRYINGTO PUBLISH

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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2.1. WHAT TO PUBLISH(OR INVESTIGATE)

Å INNOVATIVE, high quality and useful research

Å Research on current/emerging topics

Å Research with international interest/relevance

Å Topics where you (and/or the other co-authors) have international 

recognition (try to become a specialist)

Å Topics with wide scope (with many potential readers)

Å Transverse or frontier topics (it can be good or counter-productive)

ÅResearch that òsolvesó a given problem and constitutes a long-lasting 

reference

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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2.1. WHAT TO PUBLISH(OR INVESTIGATE)

Å Solid and comprehensive experimental research

Å Experimental research backed by/complemented with analytical 

and/or numerical simulation (and vice versa)

Å State-of-the-art reviews with high quality, novel insights and added 

value/discussion(in topics where you have previously published!)

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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2.2. WHAT ISNOT WORTHTRYINGTO PUBLISH(OR INVESTIGATE)

Å Pointless research (reflect on the rationale of your research before 

starting it)

ÅObsolete or exhausted topics

Å Do not start your research without a comprehensive literature review

Å Poor/mediocre research, without innovation in international terms -

Never compromise quality!

Å Results with regional interest only

Å Topics with too narrow/specialized scope (only)

Å Superficial research on too many topics (do not try to become a 

specialist in too many topics)

Å Experimental research with few results and/or too ordinary testing

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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2.2. WHAT ISNOT WORTHTRYINGTO PUBLISH(OR INVESTIGATE)

Å Exploratory results insufficiently consolidated 

Å State-of-the-art reviews that are a mere òsumó of citations, without 

(i) in-depth discussion and (ii) identification of the way forward and 

of the research needs in that field/topic

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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3. DECISIVEFACTORSFORPAPERSACCEPTANCE

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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3. DECISIVEFACTORSFORPAPERACCEPTANCE

Å The intrinsic quality and INNOVATIONof the research

Å The (written) demonstration of such quality!

Å The formal quality of the manuscript(as perceived by reviewers), in 

terms of:

o Organization/structure (simple, logical)

o Writing: style (KISS - Keep it Short and Simple) and quality 

(impeccableproofreading)

o Presentation (formatting/figures/tables/references)

Å Be PRECISE/SELF-DEMANDING/ETHICALabout everything that depends 

on you (be very careful with (self-)plagiarism)

Å All co-authors must be particularly critical about the work of the other 

co-authors and of their own work (be the devilõs advocate) - you need 

to put yourself on the readersõ/reviewersõ/editorõs shoes

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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3. DECISIVEFACTORSFORPAPERACCEPTANCE

Å The right choice of a Special Issue

Å Recognition by the peers from that specific field and/or by the Editorial 

Board members or reviewers (journal selection) ðvery difficult to 

gain, but very easy to loseé Do not compromise quality!

Å Review journal papers

Å (A little bit of) LUCK(a good paper does not necessarily get 

fair/careful reviewing/editorial handlingé)

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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4. PLANNINGAND PREPARATIONOF THE

PAPERS(& INVESTIGATION)

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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4. PLANNINGAND PREPARATIONOF THEPAPERS(& INVESTIGATION)

ÅWork as/in a team: build a team spirit with your colleagues and 

students

Å Plan the research work and the publication of corresponding results

Å Do not spend time with research work with no potential for publication

Å Find your own niche (Where can you innovate? Which areas have 

potential? Do you have the means to òaccessó those areas?)

Å Read/study a lot

Å Review other journal papers (it is one way of studying)

ÅHow to obtain and improve the òraw-materialó for the papers?

Å Set the necessary means (software; hardware; laboratory equipment)

Å Do not hurry (fast results may permanently damage your reputation)

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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ÅWork hard

ÅWork by objectives (contents and deadlines)

Å Be particularly minute in the research work itself, but also in its 

dissemination (invest in the quality of the English writing)

Å Put together a comprehensive (and coherent) research work to obtain 

one very good paper (vs. slicing a good research work in several 

average papers)

ÅòStrip miningó versusòsalami papersó

Å It is better to have less publications but high quality ones

Å Avoid repetitions

Å Improve continuously and learn from previous failuresé

Å Do not grow over-confident/lazy because of previous successes

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

4. PLANNINGAND PREPARATIONOF THEPAPERS(& INVESTIGATION)
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5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS
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5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

Å The title of the paper1 is very important:

o It must convey as preciselyas possible the content of the paper 

(do not mislead readers)

o It does not have to describe the content of the paper in full detail, 

but it must not be too vague/broad/ambitious ðin some cases, it 

may be appropriate to clarify some aspects (e.g., object, 

methods, parameters)

o It should be as short as possible (but precise) ðnot too long 

(boringé), not too short (informingé)

o It must be distinctiveand appealing

1 https://blog.oup.com/2018/09/efficient-titles-research-articles/

TITLE

https://blog.oup.com/2018/09/efficient-titles-research-articles/
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5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

Å The title of the paper1 is very important:

1 https://blog.oup.com/2018/09/efficient-titles-research-articles/

TITLE

1 word

2 wordsé

21+12 wordsé

https://blog.oup.com/2018/09/efficient-titles-research-articles/
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Å A good and concise abstractis also crucial

o Limit of words usually ~200

o Many submitted papers are rejected in the abstract ðthe first step 

in convincing editors/reviewersabout (i) relevance and               

(ii) innovation! (the quality of the abstract is a very good predictor 

of the quality of the paperé)

o For many accepted papers, it will be the first/only section to be 

actually read(it will determine whether your paper will be 

downloaded by readersé)

5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/how-to-write-a-scientific-abstract

ABSTRACT

https://www.wiley.com/network/researchers/preparing-your-article/how-to-write-a-scientific-abstract
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Scope

4. Conclusions (key findings)

2. Objectives

3. Methodology

1. Scope/motivation

Å A good and concise abstract: scope/motivation, objectives/innovation, 

methodology and summary of main results/contributions/implications

5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

ABSTRACT
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Å This is where you actually convince the audience that your paper is 

really important!

Å A clear presentation of (i) previous research and main gaps in the 

literature, (ii) idea/objectives and methodology of your research and 

(iii) innovation of your work with respect to the state-of-the-art

You need to convince the editors/reviewers/readers that your paper       

(i) addresses an interesting/unsolved problem (worth being solved) and  

that your paper (ii) is innovative and provides a relevantcontribution! 

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS
INTRODUCTION
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Å A good state-of-the-art: describe, as briefly as possible (i) the 

context/problem, (ii) what was already done (and/or is known) in this 

specific field (references) and, more importantly, (iii) what is missing 

that explains the need of your paper (many papers neglect thisé)

o Should not be a collection of independent paragraphs ðit needs to 

have a clear flow and provide a critical discussion of previous 

work (including weaknesses, aspects not sufficiently well 

understood, aspects not investigated earlier)

o Needs to òtell a storyó, from the general (research field) to the 

particular (aspect being addressed)

Å Sometimes, it makes more sense to present a (longer) literature review 

in a separate section (i.e., after the introduction section), but always 

highlighting the research significance

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS
INTRODUCTION
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SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

INTRODUCTION

1. General introductory paragraph highlighting (i) importance of òobjectó for 

civil engineering and (ii) relevance of the problem that is investigated
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SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

INTRODUCTION

2. Paragraphs describing the òstate-of-the-artó (previous related publications)

3. (Short) Paragraph summarizing 

research needs/gaps identified
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SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

INTRODUCTION

3. (Short) Paragraph summarizing 

research needs/gaps identified

4. (Short) Paragraph describing  

(i) objectives and (ii) approach

2. Paragraphs describing the òstate-of-the-artó (previous related publications)
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Å A clear but succinct description of the experimental study: 

- Main goals

- Test programme/series (correlation with objectives of research)

- Materials

- Specimen preparation

- Test setup

- Equipment, instrumentation

- Procedure, relevant standards

NOTE:Avoid providing too long descriptions, especially of methods 

described in test standards and/or of òconventionaló techniques

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS
METHODS

The description of the methods has to enable comprehensive 

assessment of your work and replicability
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Å A clear but succinct description of the numerical study: 

- Main goals

- Software

- Geometry of the object

- Types of (FE) elements

- Mesh size

- Boundary conditions

- Material properties (measured and/or assumed)

- Type(s) of analysis(es) 

- Mesh sensitivity study

- Validation/calibration

- Further investigations (e.g., parametric studies)

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS
METHODS
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Å A clear but succinct description of the analytical study: 

- Problem statement, main goals

- Presentation of theory/formulation (clear definition of all 

variables ðsometimes adding a nomenclature may be useful) 

- Underlying assumptions/hypotheses

- Field of validity

- Validation (comparison with experimental/numerical data or 

other established analytical models)

- Further investigations (e.g., parametric studies)

SOMEREFLECTIONSABOUTTHEPUBLICATIONOF PAPERSIN INTERNATIONALJOURNALS

5. RECOMMENDATIONSON DRAFTINGPAPERS
METHODS

The ultimate goal of numerical/analytical studies should not be 

(only) to simulate the object (experiments), but to provide a better 

understanding of the phenomena


